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“THEY ALL PLAYED THE APOLLO” 
{NOTE: bold names are some potential new additions to the partial artist listing that was included 

in 1983 Landmarks Preservation Commission report} 
 
* Apollo Amateur Night contest winners 
 
Female Vocalists 
Faye Adams 
Ivie Anderson 
Sunshine Anderson 
India.Arie 
Pearl Bailey 
Josephine Baker 
Lavern Baker * 
Mary J. Blige 
Brandy 
Maxine Brown * 
Ruth Brown * 
Blu Cantrell 
Diahann Carroll 
Betty Carter 
Ida Cox 
Faith Evans 
Eve 
Ella Fitzgerald * 
Celia Cruz 
Roberta Flack 
Aretha Franklin 
Lil Green 
Billie Holiday * 
Lauryn Hill 
Lena Horne 
Alberta Hunter 
Etta James 
Alicia Keys 
Eartha Kitt 
Gloria Lynne * 
Miriam Makeba 
Barbara McNair * 
Carmen McCrae 
Stephanie Mills 
Chante Moore 
Esther Phillips 
Vivian Reed * 
Marlena Shaw 
Nina Simone 
Jessica Simpson 
Bessie Smith 
“Big Maybelle” Smith 
Mamie Smith 
Dakota Staton 
Angie Stone 
“Big Mama” Thornton 
Leslie Uggams * 
Sarah Vaughan * 
Dionne Warwick 
Dinah Washington 
Ethel Waters 

Mary Wells 
Nancy Wilson 
Olga Tanon 

Male Vocalists 
Harry Belafonte 
Tony Bennett 
Chuck Berry 
Ruben Blades 
Bobby “Blue” Bland 
James Brown 
Solomon Burke 
Jerry Butler 
David Byrne 
Gene Chandler 
Ray Charles 
Chubby Checker 
Mr. Cheeks 
Nat “King” Cole 
Sean ”P. Diddy” Combs 
Sam Cooke 
D’Angelo * 
Chico DeBarge 
Bo Diddley 
Fats Domino 
DMX 
Billy Eckstine * 
Fat Joe 
Marvin Gaye 
Ginuwine 
Al Green 
Wynonic Harris 
Donny Hathaway 
“Screamin” Jay Hawkins 
Isaac Hayes 
John Lee Hooker 
Ja Rule 
Michael Jackson 
Jay-Z 
Jadakiss 
Jaheim * 
Joe 
B.B. King 
Ben E. King * 
Huddie “Leadbelly” Ledbetter 
Glenn Lewis 
Ludacris 
Frankie Lymon 
Johnny Mathis 
Maxwell 
Brownie McGhee 
Brian McKnight 
Clyde McPhatter * 
Mystikal 
Johnny Otis 
“Little Richard” Penniman 
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Wilson Pickett 
Prince 
Arthur Prysock 
Lou Rawls 
Otis Redding 
Jimmie Reed 
Busta Rhymes 
Danny Rivera 
Jimmy Rushing 
Sisqo 
Keith Sweat 
Sonny Terry 
Joe Tex * 
“Big Joe” Turner 
Tyrese 
Eddie “Cleanhand” Vinson 
T-Bone Walker 
Muddy Waters 
Barry White 
Jackie Wilson * 
Jimmy Witherspoon 
Stevie Wonder 
 
Vocal Groups/Bands 
B2K 
Billy Ward & the Dominoes 
Bob Marley & the Wailers 
Buddy Holly and the Crickets 
Cadillacs 
Clovers * 
Chantelles * 
Coasters * 
Contours 
Drifters 
Dru Hill 
El Gran Combo de Puerto Rico 
Five Keys 
Five Satins 
Flamingoes 
Four Tops 
Fugees 
George Clinton & 
Parliament/Funkadelic 
Gladys Knight & the Pips * 
Guided By Voices 
Harptones 
Impressions 
Ink Spots * 
Isley Brothers * 
Jackson Five 
Jagged Edge 
Junior Walker & the All Stars 
Korn 
La Ley 
Little Anthony & the Imperials 
Lisa Lisa & Cult Jam 
Martha Reeves & the Vandellas 
Marvellettes 
Mills Brothers 
Moonglows 
O’Jays 
Patti Labelle & the Bluebelles 

Peaches & Herb 
Platters 
Ravens 
Ray Chew and the Crew 
Sam & Dave 
Shirelles * 
Shirley & Lee 
Smokey Robinson & the Miracles 
Solitaires 
Sonny Til & Orioles 
Soulive 
The Strokes 
Stylistics 
Supremes 
Temptations 
 
Gospel Singers 
Inez Andrews 
Vanessa Bell Armstrong 
Alex Bradford 
Shirley Caesar 
The Canton Spirituals 
Caravans 
The Chosen 
James Cleveland 
Darly Coley 
Dixie Hummingbirds 
Isaac Douglass 
Five Boys Blind 
Kirk Franklin 
Harmonizing Four 
John P. Kee 
Marie Knight 
Mighty Clouds of Joy 
Donny McClurkin 
Dorothy Norwood 
Pilgrim Travelers 
Cleophus Robinson 
Soul Stirrers 
Staple Singers 
Swan Silverstones 
Richard Smallwood 
Sister Rosetta Tharpe 
Violinaires 
Virtue 
Albertina Walker 
Clara Ward 
CeCe Winans 
 
Musicians 
Cannonball Adderly 
Nat Adderly 
Miri Ben Ari 
Louis Armstrong 
Charlie Barnet 
Count Basie 
Bunny Berigan 
Art Blakely 
Dave Brubeck 
Cab Calloway 
Ornette Coleman 
John Coltrane 

Miles Davis 
Duke Ellington 
Maynard Ferguson 
Erroll Garner 
Stan Getz 
Dizzy Gillespie 
Benny Goodman 
Lionel Hampton 
W.C. Handy 
Woody Herman 
Eddie Heywood 
Earl “Fartha” Hines 
Claude Hopkins 
Boney James 
Harry James 
James P. Johnson 
Louis Jourdan 
Gene Krupa 
Jimmie Lunceford 
Herbie Mann 
Jimmy McGriff 
Lucky Millinder 
Modern Jazz Quartet 
Thelonius Monk 
Gerry Mulligan 
“King Curtis” Ousley 
Oran “Hot Lips” Page 
Charlie Parker 
Oscar Peterson 
Louis Prima 
Tito Puente 
Don Redman 
Buddy Rich 
Max Roach 
Artie Shaw 
George Shearing 
Zoot Sims 
Horace Silver 
Noble Sissie 
Jimmy Smith 
Sonny Stitt 
Fats Waller 
Chick Webb 
Paul Whiteman 
Cootie Williams 
Mary Lou Williams 
Teddy Wilson 
Lester Young 
 
Dancers 
Cholly Atkins 
Bill Bailey 
Berry Brothers 
Bunny Briggs 
Buck & Bubbles 
Honi Coles 
Dance Theatre of Harlem 
Sammy Davis Jr. 
Hines, Hines and Dad 
Nicholas Brothers 
Bill “Bojangles” Robinson 
Step Brothers 
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Tip, Tap & Toe 
 
Comedians 
Butter Beans & Susie 
Capone 
Bill Cosby 
Redd Foxx 
Drew Fraser 
Whoopi Goldberg 
Dick Gregory 
Steve Harvey 
Monteria Ivey 
Gerald Kelly 
Dewey “Pigmeat” Markham 
Jackie “Moms” Mabley 
Paul Mooney 
Richard Pryor 
Chris Rock 
Rudy Rush 
Nipsy Russell 
Rob Stapleton 
Sinbad 
Talent 
Slappy White 
Flip Wilson 
 
Actors/Other Personalities 
Ossie Davis 
Ruby Dee 
Kid Capri 
Ralph Cooper, Sr. 
Doug E. Fresh 
C.P. Lacey 
Canada Lee 
Norman Miller 
Sidney Poitier 
Porto Rico 
Paul Robeson 
Sandman Sims 
George C. Wolfe 
 
 


